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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 4515 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, KS 

SUBJECT: COURT-MARTIAL PANEL SENTENCES SEVEN TO DEATH 
REF: SEOUL 4483 

1. COURT-MARTIAL SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED JULY 1 1 THAT 

SECOND COURT-MARTIAL PANEL HAD LEVIED SEVEN DEATH SENTENCES, 
FOUR LIFE IMPRISONMENTS, AND SIX 20- YEAR TERMS. SENTENCES 
UPHOLD FULL MEASURE OF PROSECUTOR'S JULY 8 DEMAND FOR 
SENTENCES IN CASE OF 21 OLDER, NON-STUDENT DEFENDANTS 
ACCUSED OF HAVING BEEN LINKED TO THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY. SENTENCES ARE SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY HIGHER AUTHORI- 
TIES AND APPEAL TO APPELLATE COURT-MARTIAL. 

2. SEVEN SENTENCED TO DEATH WHO INCLUDE TO YE- JONG, HEAD 
OF THE NOW DEFUNCT PRP AND SIX OF HIS FOLLOWERS. ARE FIRST 
TO BE SENTENCED TO CAPITAL PUNISHMENT SINCE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF COURT-MARTIAL PANELS UNDER EMERGENCY MEASURES ISSUED 
LAST JANUARY. 

3. ON JULY 10, PROSECUTORS REQUESTED CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
FOR SEVEN STUDENT DEFENDANTS BEING TRIED BEFORE COURT- 
MARTIAL PANEL NO. 1 (REFTEL) AND DEATH SENTENCE HAS ALSO 
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RING CASE BEING TRIED BEFORE CIVIL COURT. IT NOT YET CLEAR 
WHEN SENTENCES WILL BE PASSED ON LATTER TWO GROUPS. 

4. THE 21 PANEL NO. 2 DEFENDANTS WERE FOUND GUILTY IN 
VARYING DEGREES OF VIOLATING NATIONAL SECURITY ACT AND 
ANTI-COMMUNIST LAW, ARTICLES OF THE CRIMINAL CODE GOVERNING 
REBELLION. AND OTHER RELATED LAWS. PRESS REPORTS COURT- 
MARTIAL AFFIRMED THAT DEFENDANTS ATTEMPTED TO OVERTHROW 
GOVERNMENT IN COLLABORATION WITH STUDENT ACTIVISITS WHO 
WERE ALLEGEDLY CONSPIRING TO ORGANIZE VIOLENT MASS 
UP-RISINGS. 

5. ACCORDING TO JAPANESE EMBASSY AND OTHER SOURCES. 
PROSECUTOR EXPECTED REQUEST SENTENCES FOR TWO 
JAPANESE BEING TRIED BEFORE PANEL NO. 3 

JULY 12. WE HAVE NO SOLID INFORMATION AS TO SEVERITY OF 
SENTENCES PROSECUTOR WILL DEMAND. 

6. COMMENT: COURT-MARTIAL PANELS SPEED IS ISSUING 
VERDICT AND ITS UNUSUAL DECISION TO FULLY UPHOLD 
PROSECUTION'S DEMANDS ARE FURTHER INDICATION IF ANY 
NEEDED OF GOVT'S DETERMINATION TO DEAL HARSHLY WITH 
ITS OPPONNENTS. SENTENCING WILL HEIGHTEN TENSION AS 
OPPOSITION GROUPS AND PUBLIC IN GENERAL WAIT IN 
APPREHENSION FOR VERDICTS ON STUDENT GROUP AND TWO 
JAPANESE. 
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